What parens need fo know
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they

Twitch is a gaming-focussed live-streaming service, owned by Amazon,
can watch others play games lve and listen Lo commentary as
1t has 15 million daily active users and more than three million
people ive broadcast video game streams and other content on Twitch,
with channeh dedicated to just about every popular video game
Imagimable - both modern and retro. There are also shows that feature
gaming competibons, professional tournaments, game-related chat and
news. Plus, numerous non-gaming channels covering everything from
cookery and music to art and travel. But Twitch is not just about
watching other pecple’s shows - anyone can broadcast thelr own

gaming action,

»

Top Tlps for Parents

THERISK-IT'SLIVE & UNCB!SORED

As gamers gat oisad in thes games. it ia very
Common Lo hear 7 1 hilkce words, w0 the thance af
i ¢ hidd e ounlering seesr words and bad language
b entremaly high Thare is not enly the Weguasge of the

persan n ng the stream that you need 1o comaded. but
alie tha Linguage of other Twitch userns in the teat besad
Chal that sccompanses clreams.

What parenjs can do
There's not much you Can do Lo reduce expotwre 10 bad
language on Tunr!v st if these are any troublevome
users, i is possible 1o biock them. it iy & good ides to
spand & [itthe Time with yowr chikd as they caplose
different channels on the plattornn. as this will give you
an ideo of the st of Comtent thay ae en:puwdlu
As Twitch dewes not offer any parental ¢
thus i3 the bes! way I:'roln(t wiat your (Md Is mq ll
yonsr ¢ i1 oweowhadmed or deyGurbad by « cmaont s
that are Dedig posted in the strasm (hat, 1o poslide to
hiche it broem view mlﬁ(w the littls arrow to the right
of Saabind ribe Duttun
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THE RISK - UNWANTED CONTACT
FROM OTHER USERS

It ke wetitite ai platfurm with & vousl eiement 1o
L thare b the rish that your chisd will not only ceme nto
contact with the wort of people you mught rather they
didn U et also that they (ould be harsssed. groamed of

oniing

Wha parenjs can do

Withe Twitch settings in the Security and Privacy
section, it s possible to block messages - known as
whispary - fram strangeri. B wed th noting that this

opthon caly blcchs massagen by these wha sre mol o
ln'e& ameon youi (0 semecns you wbicribe to,
your mody or one of pouwr editon. Taking thing
farther, it b pesscbile to completely Dlock users whe
bex ome prodhsemats ihn-fm(h how 1o maks wie
of thay oph:n by (Ilrh.ln o g user's same and bn the Bntle
pop-up that sk the icon that looks ke a Brtle
wpaadh b 1o No-(h thaen. H your child wivhes ta
repor the user 1o Twitch, Uk the three dots butten
bemesth the block optum and chick Report
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THE RISK - VIOLENT GAMES &
ADULT CONTENT

Like 30 mamy webitey Twitch does not aflow childran
wamidor thae m of 1510 creste an sccound, Bul n praciicn

these s 1o W up
* date ?hﬂth n mltnm to |-:%

CRING &
commentinry proveded by other Twitch uien
contain adult content, th games |h¢-mtdvﬂ can be
rather wiolent Bear in end that muaey of the games oo the

mad bt thase days hawe an sge rating of 1A, sad thas is
That Uy iy Lomtain

What parenfs can do
There is notheng that can be done 10 prevent your child
fram s esbeng whatewss i hannel they want - vhert of
uunim router wathings Of padental cuntral wﬂ-ﬁ! to
scieds (o tha site o tety. One of the Nhr'
with Twstch is that wihile thers is plenty of ¢ l'rum!l’
coalent out there (f it not a1 all eavy to quicicty identify
whar not be watable Spend wome Bme working with
child to hedp identity channels thet will be sppropriste
or them. Whils it b hard ta ensure they stsck 1o these
lhﬂlﬂllL it iy wsafud (or tham to kivew that thed |y comlest
vl that |3 sot overtly adull in Aature.
;
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THE RISK-WEBCAM SHARING

As wull as 3 ke {oat, wlf o4 Taritch alvo
ot useny m lhnrwm-hcm :oq.ucrlph. gl.I'(‘.bl\ e them
Thas giwes yot another wey for to thada
mapprogriste comtenl, snd i 210 grved anather way for
streamees 1o wulijest yous child 10 adveriming ipomored
CONTER A Prodha | plad pement

Wha parenfs can do
Mmlmﬂndu\vwduld'umaﬂml(hullnb-u
Wy Lo mnnqem!hﬂmrlﬂcmml&qﬂ
LG inhes verse || mthﬂn‘ lw.’tﬂ““ fiogn

As pait wf your (onversalons with your crdd sbout

t is appropriote 10 vhare online. try to sducate them
absiuit tareful e of thest Gwa webs am i they chosae to
strram theil ow f-lmuq. Ay well 23 ensasing they soe nod

ﬂum nto "‘ﬂuﬂf wprate on Cavers,
it ﬂwmunlm Chas that can e used

to idenitity them iy Aot ind n
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indicative of the bad language. 1axual (ontent and valenis |
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THE RISK - POTENTIAL COSTS

By dedeult Twitch is ad- s ted, but there is 8 monthly
sulysCriplion option ¢.1Imu;? Twrbo - that offers an
ad free ex rence. On top of this i s possible Lo subswcribe
to incivicdual channely, end pach one iy thargeable
incdlvidually. Theres also Teriteh Prisne, & premium
wcapenendes induded with the Amason Prime sand Prime
Wideo mbacrigtion membaeinbips which offers bonus gasmes
and exgiusive in-game content and Twitch Merch - an ondine
vtore offering merchandive, such as T-shirts and hoodie
Twitgh Bits b & wirtusl currend y that gives your cheld the
power LU end o age and show SRt for streamers -
thevugh Cheery' - and get altention in Chat thrsugh
snimated emoticons. B (ol real money and there s one
option to buy 15,000 Bt for i s sty 1o see how Coils
ol wery guilchly mownt up the more ol ved your Chald
gets into Twitch

What parenis can do

Taka slogs 10 redlnic! access (o your Crodit/ debst card, as wel)
a8 yous PayPal sccount. to aveld getting hit by a large ball. If
you e able 1o sccens your chald's Twitch account, it is
posslble to check thewr vuu-‘\-n.l' history. 10 you Can see i
they are spending too much money on subsirptions or
donations. Explain to your child that subscribing to
channgi and vqfi;\ﬂu\g Hits for chewn b optsonal, and that
thay can watch and enjoy & itream without doing either
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THE RISK - TWITCH EMOTES g

Twitih's interactive (hat feature s bitered with emoticans
o ‘emotes, which for fint tme usen will be completely
bewtidening. They I'i'p‘[ ally feature fades of notable

sireamads, Taitch amplayens o Rctional characten, sush
& a grey-sale photograph of & game dovedopgr Livown
a3 Wappa, which s often used in Twitch chat oy & symbed
of sarcammn of mockery. Your chuld may be upset or
senulive if they are the Larget of negalive emotes while
chatting with other gamers. or they may fnd sema
emotic ons olfensive.

What parenfs can do

Chat 1o yous child about hew Uhey uvse Twitch and show
an intereil in underitanding how i works. There are lots
of online gusdes 1o Twitch emotes if you really want (0 get
<lugd up on what yous (hid is talking about in chals
Twivdh's terme of ses vice dbctate that emctes must not be
wied for barassment - defined by Largeted insults,
delamation, imtnidation. and thrests of sy nature i
your child finds an emoticon that viclates guidedines,
they can repoet it via the User Repert’ t Channel
owavers Can also sdd specihe emotes to thes Thannel
Bannod Words' st
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