
Year 6 Mystery 

Stories

Road’s End



End Result: Retell a mystery story 

based on an animation.

The following slides will support 

you in writing a short mystery story. 

The story will be based on the 

animation you are about to watch. 

You will write your story in third 

person (he/she).



Sit back, relax and 

enjoy…

https://www.literacyshed.com/roads-end.html

Use the following link to watch the clip 

‘Road’s End.’ If the link does not work, 

type into google 

‘Road’s End by Bri Meyer’

You may want to watch the clip more 

than once to ensure you haven’t missed 

anything. 



Initial Thoughts…
Discuss or think about the 

following questions…

Who is the 

mysterious man 

in the goggles 

and red scarf?

What has happened to 

the mysterious man in 

goggles to make him 

commit such a crime? 

How does the 

author build 

tension?

What do you 

think will 

happen next?  



Features of the Text 

Type…
Using colour to build 

tension e.g. a dull glow, 

dark colours or the colour 

red may indicate danger

Weather/ personification:

Bad weather can build 

tension or giving the 

weather human traits

E,g, thunder clapped, the 

trees whispered the clouds 

cried

With speech, describe who

said it, how they said it and 

what they are doing as they 

say it.

Said synonyms: hissed, 

breathed, gasped, snarled, 

retorted, snorted

Use short sentences to 

add tension. E.g. She 

heard the shuffle of 

footsteps, the scrape 

of metal. Silence. A 

shadow loomed over 

her. She dropped to her 

knees.

Use of senses 

E.g.The world was 

completely still. 

Nothing moved, not 

a leaf quivered, but 

over the silence 

brooded a ghostly 

calm and the 

whisper of his 

smoking breath as 

it rose in gasps. 

•The world was completely still. Nothing moved, not a leaf quivered, but over the silence brooded a ghostly calm and the whisper of his smoking breath as it rose in gasps and lingered in the frosty air.

Check document 1 for 

features of the text 

type. 



Features of the Text 

Type…
Use the following key to identify the features of the 

text type using the text Road's End. Highlight or 

colour where the features appear in the text.

Feature Colou

r

Have they used personification of weather?

Have they used short sentences for tension?

Have they used colour for tension?

Have they written in third person? (he/she/his/hers)

Have they described what the speaker is doing as he speaks?

Have they used a range of openers?

Highlight all the 

features of mystery 

stories in document 2. 



Golden Lines Hunt…

Read the texts Wizard's Wrath (Document 3) 

and Road's End (Document 2). Both texts are 

mystery stories.

Identify any golden lines or vocabulary that 

are particularly effective and would work in 

the retelling of your story ‘Road’s End.’ 

Create a mind map of ideas. 



Golden Lines

As the sun rose in the now 

azure sky, a misty haze 

began to form under the 

canopy of swaying, rugged 

trees. 

piercing green eyes 



Character 

Description…
Bring your main character to life. Consider descriptive 

vocabulary to describe the way they look and their 

behaviour, 

Beneath his 

chaotic, 

spiked hair, 

mirrored, 

steel-

rimmed 

goggles hid 

his eyes.

Check document 4 for an 

image of the main 

character.



Planning

Re arrange the images in the 

correct order using the ‘s’ 

frame planning grid. 

Each image will signify a 

change in paragraph when you 

come to write your story. 

Include some brief notes for 

each stage of the story.

Check document 5 for images from 

the animation and an ‘s’ frame 

planning sheet.



Success Criteria 

Read the different success criteria. Decide whether 

silver, gold or platinum is most suitable for you. 

Check document 6 for 

differentiated success 

criteria.



Now it’s time to 

write…

Use my modelled opening to retell the story of Road’s End. You can 

either use my example to start your own story or write your own 

opening. Remember to use the success criteria to guide your writing. 

The wheel of the upturned vehicle groaned and squeaked as it slowly turned. The 
mournful sound echoed from the foot of the mountain and across the barren, desert 
plain. Debris from the crash was scattered far and wide. This was no place for survivors, 
yet here stood a mysterious man, dressed in a long, black coat. Beneath his chaotic, 
spiked hair, mirrored, steel rimmed goggles hid his eyes. His blood-red scarf covered his 
face and fluttered as if held by a stiff breeze – but in this arid place, as the full power of 
the sun beat down, there was no breeze.



Is your story 

complete?

Once you have finished your writing, check through 

carefully and use a dictionary to check spellings (online 

dictionaries can be very useful during this process). Have 

you achieved all of your success criteria? 

Leave a self assessment and put your work in a safe place, 

ready to hand back into me once we return to school. 

I can’t wait to read your finished pieces of writing. We will 

find the time to share them with each other. 


