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Welcome to our newsletter.   
 
The first month has passed by so quickly. I am  
really impressed and proud about how well all the 
children, especially our new Nursery class and new 
Reception children, have settled and made such a  
positive start to the year. 
 
The next few months look extremely busy—please 
make notes of the key dates listed in this newsletter. 
 
As part of our open-door policy, you may have noticed  
both Mrs Wainwright and myself by the gates a  
couple of mornings a week. Please feel free to  
approach us with any small queries or comments. For 
anything more important or confidential please make 
an appointment. 
 
We look forward to another productive, busy,  
fun-filled term. 
 
Mrs K Schonau 

Head Girl: Lacie 
Head Boy: Kristan  

 
Each Year 6 child has been given the responsibility of a 
job/role this year.  

Congratulations to Maddison from Y2  
who won the draw for the 

100% Whole Year Attendance  
prize of £150 towards the cost of a bike and  helmet 
and to Flynn Y4 who won the draw for a £20 Cinema 

Voucher for 100% Summer Term Attendance. 
 

Our whole school attendance figure for 2018/19  
was 96.9%.  Hopefully we can beat that in 2019/20! 

ParentPay 
 
A big thank you for supporting our new 
cashless system of ParentPay. It has been 
hugely successful with 97% of parents/
carers now signed up and using the  
system. We encourage those of you who have not yet 
signed up for this service to do so as soon as possible as 

you will need it for clubs, trips etc.  
 
If you have mislaid your log-in  
details please ask for a copy at the 
office. 

Active Travel 
 
This year we will be continuing to promote active travel 
to school which includes walking, cycling or scooting. 
Children will log their method of travel each day and 
children who can walk/scoot or cycle at least twice a 
week each week during the month will receive a badge 
as a reward. Look out for events happening over the 
year to promote everyone to be involved in active trav-
el. I wonder who can achieve a badge every month 
over the year?  

Reading Rocket Challenge  
 
This half term’s Reading Rocket began on Monday 9th 
September and will end on Sunday 27th October. We 
hope the children are embracing the challenge that has 
been set and are reading often in order to achieve the 
Reading Rocket and to improve their reading habits. 

Librarians  
 
We have recruited four new librarians: Sonny, Theo, 

Lilly and Keeley. (Year 6) The children all have a passion 

for reading and will be promoting this during 

lunchtimes by running reading sessions in the library, 

changing books and organising the books into specific 

genres and authors, making it easier for the children to 

find their next book to get lost in. 

 

The Hillside Librarians would like to introduce them-

selves by telling the children and parents their  

favourite childhood book (so far).   

 

Sonny: Cogheart by Peter Bunzl 

Theo: Harry Potter by J.K.Rowling  

Lilly: The Demon Headmaster by Gilman Cross 

Keeley: Harry Potter by J.K.Rowling  

Farewell to Mrs Millington who is  
leaving us after many years as a  
volunteer and member of staff. We 
wish her lots of luck in her new job. 



Nursery 
 
Nursery have settled in beautifully to 
their first year at Hillside. The  
children are all independently  
leaving their carers, hanging up their 
coats and bags and engaging in play 
in the classroom with their friends. 
We have spent the first few weeks of 
the Autumn term learning the rules and routines of the 
classroom which are now becoming embedded through 
our daily routines. We have begun our Phase One  
phonics- the children love this time of the day! The  
children have particularly enjoyed learning through 
small world and messy play- paints and crazy soap are 
clear favourites! Well done Nursery- you are all amazing! 

Reception 
 
What a fantastic 3 weeks Reception have had settling in. 
We have made lots of new 
friends and tried lots of new 
activities. Here we are  
celebrating the end of the 
week learning about  
methods of transport by 
having a story on our school bus!  

Year 1 
 
Year 1 have settled brilliantly so far! They have  
impressed their teachers with how brilliantly their brains 
work and are showing super attitudes towards their 
learning, working hard and having a go at lots of new 
activities! Using the story of 'Not Now Bernard', the  
children have created their own versions with  
themselves as the main character and it has been very 
interesting hearing what their mums and dads get up to 
at home! In Maths they have worked hard with number 
recognition, counting and ordering and in Science, they 
have loved finding out about the seasons and are  
determined to find more signs of Autumn in the school 
woods! During our walk to Milton we found out lots 
about our local area and  
enjoyed exploring our local 
geography as well as showing 
fab behaviour throughout 
our time out of school! Well 
done Year 1, keep up the 
hard work!  

Year 2 
 
Year 2 have made a fabulous start to the year. With 
each passing day, they are showing more and more of 
the qualities needed to be a success in year 2! Their first 
topic has been Around The World. They have made a 
great start to learning about the continents and should 
be able to name all 7. They have thought about why it is 
important to care for everybody and have considered 
the positives and negatives of the world wide web.  
Mr Mellor and Miss 
Pinnington have been 
so impressed and are 
looking forward to 
seeing how the year 
progresses. 

Year 3 
 
The children have made a fantastic start to their learning 
in Year 3. They have all worked extremely hard over the 
past few weeks and have risen to the challenges set for 
them. They have also enjoyed being able to play on the 
Key Stage 2 playground especially the football 
pitch.  Over the past couple of weeks in Science, they 
have been enjoying investigating what plants need to 
stay healthy. Each day they have observed how their 
plant has changed and are making predictions for the 
next day based on their knowledge of plants.  

Year 4 
 
Year 4 have settled in very well and are showing Miss 
McCann that they are ready for the exciting challenges 
of the year ahead. They have already set their own  
targets of what they would like to achieve, been busy as 
archaeologists in unearthing Celtic artefacts, been  
involved in various drama activities and learned how to 
talk about the weather in 
French, as well as starting 
their new swimming lesson, 
which we hope will produce 
some fantastic swimmers. 
What a lot we've managed to 
squeeze in already!  



Year 5 
 
Year 5 have fully immersed themselves in the new  
academic year! They have responded to different  
challenges with determination and excellence. All of 
the teachers have been impressed with the resilience 
and growth mind set they all clearly have in  
abundance. Using the story, ‘Who let the Gods out?’, 
the children have been comparing themselves to the 
main character ‘Elliot’. In doing this, the class have 
completed a drama based activity to increase their  
understanding of the emotions that the main character 
is experiencing. With the knowledge the children have 
developed from these activities, they have completed a 
diary entry from a particular day in the narrative. In 
Maths, year 5 have just completed their place value 
learning. During this phase the children have studied 
Roman numerals alongside rounding and counting in 
powers of 10. Within science, we have begun to study 
Earth and Space, which has led to 
the children creating their own 
‘Solar System in their pocket’ (as  
pictured). This enabled the  
children to visually represent the 
distances that the planets orbit the 
sun alongside the relative sizes of 
each planet. Well done Year 5!   

Year 6 
 
Year 6 have settled well into the new year. This month 
they have visited the Safe&Sound event at Hanley fire 
station where they learnt about safety both inside and 
outside of the home.  
 
This month has also had a large focus on having a 
growth mindset. We have created treasure maps in 
school to map out our goal for 
the end of the year. We consid-
ered the barriers in the way and 
how we would overcome these 
barriers over the year. 

Science Homework 
 
The monthly science homework will continue this year, 
with certificates being given out for the most age  
related 'scientific thinker', as chosen by the Science 
Ambassadors. Miss McCann would also like to receive 
any photos of any science that the children are involved 
in at home. This could include activities/experiments at 
home, science construction kits, woodland walks,  
photos of signs of changing seasons etc. etc. Photos will 
be put onto the Science homework display and changed 
monthly. Thank you for supporting your child with their 
scientific discussions and ideas.  

Number of the Week  
 
Our new maths ambassadors: Imogen, Grace and Bella 
(Y5) are going to be leading the ‘Number of the Week’ 
initiative on both KS1 and KS2 playgrounds at lunch 
time. The children must answer mathematical facts 
about the number of the week and the maths ambas-
sadors will award a certificate to one child per class 
for their efforts in this challenge.  

Rock Stars 
 
Times Tables Rock Stars is continuing to engage and 

motivate children to learn their times tables. The 

online programme is being used from Y3 to Y6 and 

there is a club currently running in school for year four 

children twice a week. Year 2 have recently received 

their log ins and will hopefully feature in our leader 

board over the next term. We hope they are enjoying 

this fantastic resource.  

The leader board for the most correct answers during 

the first three weeks are as follows:  

1. Albie (Y3) 
2. Lilly B (Y6) 
3.  Gracie A (Y3) 
4. Mika (Y5) 
5.Matthew (Y3) 
6. Imogen (Y5) 
7. Lucy (Y6) 
8. Ellie D (Y6) 
9. Charlie (Y6) 
10. Morgan (Y5) 

 
Please find attached an additional Times Table Rock 
Star help sheet, which explains the games modes, the 
Rock Star Statuses and how to review your child’s sta-
tistics. The heat map is a useful way of finding out 
which times tables your child is competent with and 
which they need to continue to practice.  

Book Club 

 

The Hillside Book Club is continuing for Year 4 and Year 

6 children. Mrs Schonau is reading the much-loved 

classic ‘The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe’ by C.S. 

Lewis and Mrs Wainwright is reading ‘Boy Under 

Water’ by Adam Baron, a heart-breaking story about 

family, friends and secrets. The children meet each 

Wednesday morning before school and take part in 

group discussions based on the chosen text; explore 

similar and differences of opinion and find common 

interests.  



What’s On ……. Here are reminders of forthcoming events (please transfer them into your diaries)  
 

OCTOBER 
 

Thurs 3rd   Whole school performance by Key Strings 
Fri 4th   Y5/6 EFL Kids Cup mixed 5-a-side football competition—am 
Fri 4th   Dougie Mac ‘Bring-a-Pound—Wear something yellow’ non-uniform day   
Tues 8th   Y4 visit to DEWA Centre, Chester 
Thurs 10th   Class Group Photographs 
Tues 15th   Democracy Event at Kings Hall—am 
Mon 21st   PTFA AGM 6pm—all welcome 
Thurs 24th   Y4 Harvest Assembly 9.10am 
Fri 25th   School closes at 3.15pm for the half term break 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

Mon 4th   School re-opens    
Tues 5th   Y6 visit to Blists Hill Victorian Town 
Thurs 7th   Y6 Showcase 2pm 
Thurs 7th   Y1/2 to Cineworld Hanley –am  
Mon 11th   Remembrance Service at Carmountside Memorial (selected pupils) 
Wed 13th   Y3 Showcase 2pm 
Thurs 14th   Y5 Showcase 9.30am 
Fri 15th   Children in Need Day 
Mon 18th   Reception Showcase 2pm 
Tues 19th   Parent Consultations from 1.30pm (by appointment only) 
Wed 20th   Y3/4 visit to Odeon Cinema—am 
Fri 22nd   Final return date for flu immunisation consent forms Rec-Y6 
Tues 26th   Y3 visit to Birmingham Botanical Gardens 
Thurs 28th   Y1 visit to Brampton Toy Museum 
Thurs 28th   Y2 Showcase 2pm 
 

DECEMBER 
 

Thurs 5th   Y1 Showcase 2pm 
Fri 6th   Whole school visit to Mitchell Arts Theatre—Panto ‘Jack & the Beanstalk’ 
Tues 10th   Nursery Christmas Sing-a-long   am 
Tues 10th   Nursery Christmas Sing-a-long   pm 
Tues 10th   Christmas Production—Key Stage 2 evening 
Wed 11th   Christmas Production—Key Stage 2 am 
Wed 11th   Nativity Performance Rec, Y1, Y2  pm 
Thurs 12th   Nativity Performance Rec, Y1, Y2  am 
Wed 18th   Reception to Y6 Immunisation Visit 
Thurs 19th   School closes at 3.15pm for Christmas break 
 

JANUARY 
Mon 6th   School re-opens for the Spring Term 

 

Details for specific events will follow in a separate letter. Occasionally dates/times may need to be changed so please keep 
an eye on the newsletters and other correspondence from the school. 

Book Donations 
 
Many thanks to the following pupils who have 
donated a birthday book to the 
school library —  
 
Freya (Y3) and Oscar (Reception). 

School Uniform 
 
Reminder to ensure that all items of clothing 
(including PE kit) are clearly labelled.    
 
To reduce the occurrence of items being  
misplaced children are encouraged to put 
clothing in bags, rather than on pegs, when 
they are not being worn. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


