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Welcome to our Newsletter.   
 
I hope the information provided continues to 
keep you up to date with the life of our school.  
Remember to put the dates into your diaries and 
onto your calendars. 
 
Christmas is fast approaching and our staff and  
pupils are busy preparing concerts which we are  
striving to make as successful as in previous 
years.  
 
This is our penultimate newsletter of the year and 
I hope that the information provided is useful as 
we end the term.  
 

Mrs K Schonau 

Attendance 
 
Whole school attendance for last year was 97% 
which is fantastic!  
 
Regular attendance is important because students 
are more likely to succeed when they attend 
school every day.  It’s difficult for the teacher and 
the class to build their skills and progress if a large 
number of pupils are frequently absent. 
 
Reminder:  the doors open at 8.50am and close at 
9.00am after which time pupils are considered late 
and must be escorted into school via the main  
entrance so that their arrival can be recorded and a 

dinner ordered if needed. 
 
If your child is poorly and cannot attend school you 
must ring the school office on the first day of  
absence. 

Children In Need 
 
Year 2 looked fantastic in their 
spotty clothes for Children In Need! 
We made spotty cupcakes using 
yellow icing and different types of 
‘spotty’ chocolates and sweets.  

Remembrance 
 
Hillside took part in a Remembrance Service, led 
by Mr Such and some of the children. Mr Such 
talked about the importance of Armistice Day and 
all of the children reflected on the sacrifices made 
by all of those who have served and continue to 
serve in the Armed Forces, observing a two minute 
silence and listening to war poems 
read by Lewis and Georgia. Thanks 
to Mr Such once more for an  
inspiring opportunity to talk about 
our history and reflect on the lives 
of others. We wear our poppies 
with pride. 
 
Children from Hillside took part in a 
Remembrance Service at the Ceno-
taph in Carmountside. We joined 3 
other local schools to read poems, 
prayers, lay wreaths and take part 
in a one minute silence. It was a 
lovely, thought-provoking occasion. 
The children were fantastic  
ambassadors for Hillside.  Thank you. 

Pupils at Hillside got involved in Anti-bullying Week 
2017.  The whole school were reminded of our 
STOP acronym during a whole school assembly. 
 

Several   Start 

Times and  Telling 

On    Other 

Purpose   People 
 

We wore odd socks in keeping with the theme ‘All 
Different, All Equal’.  Children from Y1 to Y6 also 
took part in Anti-bullying VR Workshops. 

Congratulations to our  
Songbirds who performed at 
the Victoria Hall this week.  
They were amazing and great 
ambassadors for Hillside. 



Year 1 trip to Brampton Museum 
 
As part of their topic all about toys, the Year 1 
children visited Brampton Museum in Newcastle. 
The children got the chance to look at a range of 
old toys and in the afternoon they created their 
own doll using recycled materials.  
 
 

Year 2 trip to Jodrell Bank 
 
Year 2 had a fantastic time on their trip to Jodrell 
Bank on Monday, 20th November! We made and 
launched our own rockets, learnt about our solar  
system and sat inside the inflatable planetarium, 
looking at the star  
constellations.  

Year 2 Showcase 
 
Thank you to everybody that came to Year 2’s 
showcase- the turnout was fantastic! We tasted sea 
salt biscuits that we had baked in the morning,  
tested our adults on their Christopher Columbus 
knowledge and made rockets or ships out of 3D 
junk modelling materials! 

Nursery—Be Bright, Be Seen 
 
The learning challenge in 
the nursery this term is all 
about night-time and what 
we see and what we do at 
night. We have enjoyed 
making our brightly  
coloured T-shirts that glow 
in the dark.  
 
In our role play area we 
have a ‘dark tent’, we love 
to go inside it with our 
torches, wearing Hi-Viz 
vests and look at lots of 
different story books that 
have a ‘night-time’ theme. 
 

Reception Class—Remembrance 
 
Reception have been learning about why we 
have Remembrance Day and why poppies are 
so important. 
 
 

Year 1 baking biscuits 
 
The children had a great time baking ‘Winnie’s under 
the sea biscuits’. They listened carefully to the in-
structions and made some delicious biscuits. 



Year Three have had another few 
busy weeks, starting with our visit 
to Cadbury World where we  
became chocolate makers! We’ve 
created, made and tasted our own 
chocolate bars as well as designing  
packaging and writing letters to 
persuade Mr Cadbury to put our 
bar on his shelves! Our Greek topic has continued 
and we have created fruity 3D art in the style of  
Parhassius, as well as making our own pots with 
Mr Green from Wade Pottery. They are being 
decorated with Greek imagery once they are fully 
dry and we are very much looking forward to 
sharing our work at our showcase!  

Year 4 Showcase 
 
Year 4 had an extremely enjoyable afternoon 
sharing their learning with parents/grandparents 
and carers. The afternoon activities involved  
Roman activities on the iPads,  a competitive 
game of Roman numeral bingo and the  
production of some very imaginative Roman 
shields. The children  
particularly enjoyed  
performing their Roman 
dance sequences as a  
finale. Thanks to all who 
came along to join us. 
 
Year 4 Science 
 
As part of their science work, Year 4 investigated 
the effect that different drinks have on teeth. 
They used the shells of eggs, which are made of a 
very similar substance to the enamel of teeth, and 
left them in a range of drinks for a week to  
observe the effect that they 
have. The results for some 
drinks amazed us, and it  
also proved that water and 
milk are the best drinks for 
our teeth. 

Year 5 Trip to the Potteries Museum 
 
Year 5 had a lovely day at the Potteries Museum 
this month. They arrived and went straight into 
an Anglo-Saxon workshop based on the  
Staffordshire Hoard. 
They made helmets 
and after lunch, made 
Anglo-Saxon pots.  
Finally, they explored 
the rest of the  
museum in groups. 

Year 6 
 
Its been a busy month for Year 6, first of all was 
the Blist’s Hill visit where children immersed 
themselves fully in the 
life of a Victorian. The 
children produced 
some amazing intalgio  
designs as well! 
 
 
To supplement learning 
in PSHE about morals,  
children went to the  
cinema to watch ‘Boss 
Baby’ - there wasn’t 
much popcorn left at 
the end of it all! 
 
 
We held a Victorian 
showcase. Thank you to 
all parents who came 
along and learnt about 
how the Victorians have  
influenced the way we 
celebrate Christmas! 

Our Science Ambassadors 
made and tested paper  
aeroplanes on the KS1 yard 
at lunchtime. The most  
successful was made by Jack 
in Reception whose plane 
travelled nine steps!  



Diary Dates—Here are reminders about forthcoming events:  
DECEMBER 
 
Fri 1st    Chocolate & cake donations  for Christmas Fayre—non uniform  day 
Fri 1st    Christmas Fayre—3.30pm 
Tues 5th   Reception Class visit to the Ice Cream Factory, Tattenhall 
Fri 8th   Whole school visit to Mitchell Arts Theatre—Panto ‘ Babes in the Wood’ 
Wed 13th   Christmas Lunch 
Wed 13th   Whole school visit to Milton Church—1.30pm 
Wed 13th   Christmas Production—Key Stage 2 9.30am 
Thurs 14th   Nursery Christmas Sing-a-long   9.30am 
Thurs 14th   Nativity Performance Rec, Y1, Y2  10.45am 
Thurs 14th   Nursery Christmas Sing-a-long  1.30pm 
Thurs 14th   Nativity Performance Rec, Y1, Y2  2.30pm 
Thurs 14th   Christmas Production—Key Stage 2 6.30pm 
Fri 15th   Nursery visit to Amerton Farm 
Mon 18th   Class parties 
Mon 18th   School Disco—Infants 5.30-6.15pm and Juniors 6.30-7.30pm 
Tues 19th   School closes at 3.15pm for Christmas break 
 
JANUARY 
 
Thurs 4th   School re-opens for the Spring Term 

 

 
COMMUNICATION:   
 
 These diary dates are sent out monthly on the newsletter—please transfer them into your diaries. 
 Prior to each event a letter will be sent with further details. 
 All events are included in the App calendar. 
 All events are included on the website calendar—you can download this from the calendar page. 

Website address:   www.hillsideprimary.org.uk  
 

Full details for specific events are provided in a separate letter. Occasionally dates/times may need to be changed so 

please keep an eye on the newsletters and other correspondence from the school. 

Sickness:  
 
The School Nurse has advised us that if 
your child has sickness or diarrhoea then 
they should not return to school until 48 
hours after their last episode. 
 

Keep us informed 
 
If you have recently changed your contact 
details could you please inform the 
school office in order for us to update 
your child’s information in case of emergencies. 
 
If your child suffers from any medical conditions or 
allergies could you please notify the school office as 
a matter of urgency if you have not already done so. 
 
Please notify the school office if your child is to be 
collected by a person unknown to us.  We will not 
release any child without consent from you to au-
thorise this. 

Book Donations 
 
Many thanks to the following 
pupils who have donated a 
birthday book to the school  
library —  
Isabel Wilkinson & Elias Lawton. 


